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THE ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW
The Royal Highland Show is one of the largest agricultural events in Scotland and took place over 20
– 23rd June at Ingliston near Edinburgh. The show sponsors the SBA Honey tent which is always
very well attended over the few days with an average of 4,500 people going through the tent each
day. There is always a call for Beekeepers to assist in the running of the tent allowing as much
discussion about beekeeping to take place with the interested public. There is an educational section
which is well attended by local school children who come through in there dozens – they all enjoy
looking for the Queen in the observation hives ( there are 3 set up ) and then they get shown how to
roll a candle and taste some honey. Of course it is not only the children that ask all the questions as
it is amazing how many people are interested in bees and want to know about their life history.
As well as opening up the tent for the members of the public there is the annual Scottish Honey
Championships with all the normal sections for honey, wax , cakes, candles and displays and this
year the ADBKA put on a display of the model hives in their nice new shiny display case.
This year I also submitted an entry into the honey section and was very pleased to see that a
certificate for 2nd place was awarded – that is going to hard to beat in the future but I was really
pleased at having that result – I might add that my entry for dipped candles did not do nearly as well
– more practice needed there I am afraid.

HON. TREASURER:
JOHN ADAMS
5 Baillieswells Drive,
Bieldside, Aberdeen,
AB15 9AT
Tel. 01224868402
e-mail:
treasureradbka@ gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP
SECRETARY:
ERLING WATT
23 Winding Brae,
Longside, AB42 4XQ
Tel.074294 54572
e-mail:
adbkamembership@
gmail.com

FUTURE ARTICLES

Prime Four
(Michael Legge)
Book Review
(Ian Mackley)
Visit to Zoology
Museum & Garden
(Malcolm Watson &
Jamie Evans)

It would be very good if more members from the association went along and took part in the show
next year and also considered volunteering to help for one of the days. You are provided with an
entry and car parking ticket and – and as much cups of tea and coffee as you would like. It also
allows the opportunity to put an entry into the competitions and perhaps have a chance to win a prize
– if I can do it there is no reason why others cant. Think about it for next year – some co-ordination
is possible with taking down entries and then arranging for their uplift at the end of the show and if
more members were to participate I am sure that the ADBKA could put on a good show of support.

Joan Gilbert-Stevens

GO TEAM SCOTLAND!!
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We’re absolutely buzzing to let you know Team Scotland have just returned from the 10th International
Meeting of Young Beekeepers IMYB (https://scottishbeekeepers.us12.listmanage.com/track/click?u=b7f131efc76d2039ee5347aea&id=a4117b94df&e=ce3da60686 )
in Slovakia and can proudly announce that one of our young beekeepers, Martin Leahy, aged 15 from Tarland Bee
Group near Aberdeen has been crowned champion of the world, winning
best international young beekeeper!
Well done Martin!!
Over 30 countries were represented at this international competition
including Australia, Canada, Russia, Israel, Egypt, Lebanon, Germany,
Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Austria, Denmark, Italy, France, Ireland,
Wales, Ulster and England. Several of these teams had hundred applicants
for a team place, so hosted regional and then national heats.
Each country takes a team of 3 young people and they are put into
mixed nation teams, so 16 teams competed. Not only did we win first in the
individual competition, but we are also delighted to say Martin was part of
the international team who came 2nd and another of our team, Jaimee Kirk,
aged 13 from Annan Academy Bee Club, was in the international team
who came 3rd. Our third team member, Emily Oakes, aged 14 is also from
Annan Academy Bee Club. Overall Team Scotland came 7th.
Well done to Martin, Emily and Jaimee, this is a truly proud
moment for Scotland and the Scottish Beekeeping community. It’s not very
often we can say Scotland came 1st, 2nd and 3rd!!
A huge thank you goes to the parents, the team leaders, Tarland Bee
Group, Annan Academy Bee Club and to the team sponsors. We would also like to thank all of you, for supporting
and encouraging beekeepers of all ages in your local areas all year round. What a fantastic achievement for such a
small nation!
WELL DONE SCOTLAND!!
PRESENTATION IN NEW MACHAR SCHOOL
On Wednesday 29 May, New Machar School were lucky enough to
have a visit from David Morland, from the Aberdeen and District Beekeepers'
Association. David spoke to the Primary 1/2 and Primary 2 classes
about beekeeping as their current class topic is 'In the Garden.'
As we listened with great interest, David taught the children all about
the different types of bees and the roles that they serve within a hive. The
children were very fascinated as they found out how the bees actually make
the honey once back at their hive. The children also found out about how
the bees make and use their beeswax to seal the cells and how we use their
wax in our everyday lives.
Two children were given the opportunity to try on special safety
clothing and David wore his protective clothing to show the classes too.
The real highlight of the visit though was actually being able to see
the bees at work within the observation hive. The children all managed to
spot the queen bee!
Here are some of the comments from the children after David's visit,
'I liked the smoker and suit...Now I know not to cut the grass so much!'
'Thank you for teaching us about bees, I liked the queen bee.'
'Thank you for telling us all about honey bees. I liked the video we
watched. I also liked seeing the queen bee.'
'My favourite thing was the sticker you gave me and I liked smelling the
beeswax and the honey.'
This really was a fantastic educational experience for the children and we
would all like to thank David very much!
Libby Howell
"New Machar School"
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BEGINNERS, BRIEFLY…
An occasional article aimed at helping the novice through the beekeeping year.
JULY

After the activity of the past three months, you can relax a little in July. Swarming will hopefully be
past and your hives will be full of bees and very busy on a sunny day. There is no compelling reason to continue
inspections on a seven (or ten, if queen clipped) cycle. Many beekeepers let their bees get on with it in July and
August and only inspect occasionally, perhaps focusing on disease, and of course adding supers if required.
Thinking ahead (as always!) the next major activities will be dealing with any summer crop in August and
then varroa treatment and winter feeding in September.
If you are getting a crop and haven’t got an extractor, you’ll need to work out where you can borrow one as
well as getting hold of strainers, honey buckets etc.
The autumn varroa treatment is the most important of the year so it is essential to administer it properly. Some
treatments take a long time (e.g. four-six weeks for Apiguard), can be quite aggressive on the colony (MAQS), may
have limited effectiveness (Apistan), or are only recommended at higher ambient temperatures (e.g. ApiLife Var). So
do your research now – ask around to see what more experienced beekeepers intend to use – and be clear how and
when you need to deploy your chosen treatment.
Ian Mackley
DAVID WELCH WINTER GARDENS
BEES BED
Pupils from Cults Primary School visited the David
Welch Winter Gardens in early May and Olga Macaulay from
the Aberdeen & District Beekeepers Association, who
provided a presentation to the class on Honey Bees. The pupils
got the opportunity to view some combs of honey, bees wax
and an observation hive, which was a huge fascination for the
pupils and teachers
As part of their visit to the Park, the pupils also got to
help Park Force volunteers plant a variety of bee-friendly
flower seeds in the Bees Bed, including Cosmos, Poppies,
Nigella, Phacelia and Nasturtiums.
It is anticipated that bees from the bee hives from
behind the Winter Gardens will be attracted to the beds, when
the blooms are in full colour.
Arthur Gill | Outreach & Training Officer
Aberdeen City Council
SBA CONVENTION 2019
The SBA are holding their annual convention in Dyce on
14th September. This is a one day conference with talks
by leading beekeepers. Tickets cost £48, which includes
lunch at the Hallmark Hotel. Aberdeen & District BKA
is supporting this event by providing stewards, and will
also be inviting visiting beekeepers to our quiz night on
the preceding Friday evening. Full details, including the
programme and a link to the online booking system, are
here: https://www.sbaconvention.org.uk/
It is good that the SBA have chosen to hold their
convention in Aberdeen once again, and we hope there is
a strong turnout from local beekeepers. Please save the
date and buy a ticket.
Malcolm Watson
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“For Stork’s HSE
week 6th – 10th May,
David Morland
shared awareness of the
plight of our bees in the
UK and explained to Stork
staff how to keep bees
thriving
and
what
important roles they play
in our ecosystem.”

MEMBERS EVENTS
JULY

Sat 20th at 2 p.m.
VISIT TO THE BEE CABIN,
BRIDGE COTTAGE, DESS,
ABOYNE AB34 5BB
HONEY PROCESSING DEMONSTRATION

by Colin Devine
BOOKING NOT REQUIRED

As there is limited parking at the
Bee Cabin we will meet in the car park of
the Deeside Activity Park, Dess, Aboyne
AB34 5BD (just off the A93) at 2.00pm
and travel in as few cars as possible.
There is limited space in the
extraction facility and groups will be of 810 people at a time.
The Deeside Activity Park has a
café for those waiting and to meet in after
the demonstration.

COLONIES OF LOCALLY REARED (ABERDEENSHIRE) BEES FOR
SALE FROM OUR BEST PRODUCTIVE HIVES.

2019 Queens. All bees treated for Varroa. Brood at all stages
available late June. Would prefer to sell to an experienced
beekeeper or someone who has a mentor and has completed a
beginners course or similar training.
Prices start at £90. A small deposit of £40 is required to secure.
If preferred, can sell the bees in a National Western Red Cedar
Hive (good condition) comprising of an open mesh floor with
Varroa slide and alighting board, a brood box with 11 National
Hoffman frames with differing amounts of brood, a crown board
and 4 inch roof. Also some in polynucs.
Starting price for bees plus a National Cedar hive £250.
Contact: Norman Stewart on 01467 643062 or 07890631813
email: mstewart840@gmail.com
SMITH BEEHIVES FOR SALE
2 off complete consisting of brood box, 2 x supers, mesh floor,
roof – old style heavy duty, queen excluder and cover board.
Including frames and foundation) - £170
2 off complete as above but with no frames or foundation -£100
Contact Michael Legge mike@mjlegge.myzen.co.uk
mobile — 07714945370 home — 01224 326104

Sat 27th at 2p.m.
AT ADBKA APIARY,
CRATHES CASTLE,
BANCHORY AB31 5QJ

DEMONSTRATION:
HEALTH INSPECTION
BEE INSPECTOR, KIRSTY SUTHERLAND
(MAKE SURE YOU BRING YOUR BEE SUIT)

AUGUST

Sun 4th – Mon 5th
AT TURRIFF

TURRIFF SHOW

Sat 24th
AT MUIR OF FOWLIS

SOCIAL EVENT and BARBEQUE
With Joan and Karl Gilbert-Stevens
(Details to follow, booking required)
Please note that the date changed from
what is the ADBKA leaflet

BEES FOR SALE
Due to my family relocating to England in late August I need to
leave my bees behind and would like to find new homes for them.
I have a nuc with a good laying, clipped and marked 2017 queen.
A national hive with a very recently marked & clipped 2019
queen. She is laying but I’m not sure how well yet. My third
colony, in a national hive, has a virgin queen and a large number of
bees. I would accept any reasonable offers for the bees - ideally I
would like to keep the hives and transfer to the new owners’
hive(s). The 2017 Queen nuc colony can be taken away in a
cardboard nuc. The bees were treated with Apivar Autumn last
year and are very gentle. I’m based in Milltimber.
Please contact Janet on 078 2369 7172 or email
Janet.willment@googlemail.com
Aberdeen Bee Supplies
Jock McGregor is the local agent for
Thorne Beekeeping Equipment.
Contact him on 01224 790468
or e-mail: aberdeenbeesupplies@hotmail.com

