
 
 
 

 
FOOTBALL WORLD CUP 2018 / ABERDEEN HIGHLAND GAMES 

 
 The opening game of the world cup was held between Russia and Saudi Arabia with 
Saudi Arabia being the clear favourite to win by a substantial margin. Such was the confidence 
amongst the world press that the game was a forgone conclusion they had written their articles 
before the game even started and ridiculed the efforts of the Russian side and their political 
leaders. To make things even worse the national side had suffered several injuries to their 
players and were forced to source replacements at short notice.  
 Retired international central defender Sergei Ignashevich was persuaded to come out of 
international retirement, limber up his aching joints and join the world cup squad.  The 
seasoned veteran started the game and used his vast experience to fortify the entire team which 
under his direction went from being the underdog to winning 5 – 0.  
 Vladimir Putin was in attendance and was clearly delighted to see the game unfold. He 
called the team a credit to the Russian Nation and Sergei Ignashevich was declared a hero of 
the state. 
 What Vladimir Putin and the assembled world media may not have realized is that 
some members of the Aberdeenshire beekeeping community experienced a similar scenario on 
the 18th of June.  We were not fielding a football team but rather we found ourselves in a 
difficult position which was resolved by the goodwill of a past chair of ADBKA, John Cooper. 
 A team of three Aberdeenshire beekeepers were scheduled to host a stand at the 
Aberdeen Highland Games which was kindly included within the Aberdeen City Park Ranger 
marquee. In the days leading up to the Highland Games two of my fellow team members were 
prevented from attending the games through no fault of their own.  On the Friday immediately 
before the games I was left as the sole participant on our stand and with an observation hive to 
be included as a key element of our display it would be impossible for me to continue to 
participate on my own. 

 On Friday afternoon I decided it would be best to seek 
another host for the stand at this prestigious event but at such 
short notice I expected this to be a near impossible task. My 
first port of call was to past Chair of ADBKA and recipient of 
the SBA local association award, John Cooper. Like Sergei 
Ignashevich, John rose to the challenge straight away and 
volunteered to help out in any way he could for the duration 
of the games from 8:30 until 5:30 on Sunday the 18th of June. 
 John manned our observation hive which included two 
frames of European honey bees complete with the queen bee.  
I try to limit the time the bees are contained within the hive 
and therefore I have a specially selected colony of bees I keep 
in my garden at the house which are extremely calm and well 
suited to the task of being in the hive. On the morning of the 
show I went through the hive and marked the queen with a 
distinctive white dot and marked two drones also for ease of 

finding them in the observation hive.  I did this at about 7:00 a.m. which was a fact that was 
not missed by John. As the day progressed the story grew and grew until he was telling the 
impressed audience that I rose from my bed and marked the queen at 3:00 a.m. in the morning 
for their benefit. 
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 During the day our stand drew a steady stream of interested people all of which were enthralled by the sight of a 
colony of honey bees and where they could witness the queen bee laying eggs throughout the day. What struck both 
John and I was the number of visitors from abroad who were visiting the Aberdeen highland games.  We met people 
from America, France, Hungary, Romania, The Netherlands, Belgium, Oman, Thailand, Spain, Portugal, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand all before lunch time at which time we met our first attendee from Aberdeen.  The family 
from California, America advised us that they had travelled specifically to attend the Aberdeen Highland Games. 
 Our day finished at about 6:00 in the evening. My thanks go to John for giving up his time at short notice and 
making it possible to host our display.  
       
              Lindsey Macaulay 

 
ADVERTS 

 
 
 

ASSOICIATION 
SUPPLIES 

 
We have now received an order for 

jars and can offer the following: 
 

Standard 1lb honey jars – 
box of 72 jars/lids £30 

Standard 1/2 honey jars – 
box of 70 jars/lids £25 
12oz hexagonal jars – 

box of 100 jars/lids £35 
 

Note that there is only a small 
number of boxes of the smaller jars 
based on requirements advised from 

members - so when the stock is 
finished there will be no more 

ordered until the next standard order 
for the 1lb jars is made. 
Joan Gilbert-Stevens 

Craigmill, West Craigievar Estate, 
Leochel Cushnie, Muir of Fowlis 

Alford, Aberdeenshire 
AB33 8NX 

019755 81369 
craigmill@btinternet.com 

 

Aberdeen Bee Supplies 
Jock McGregor  

is the local agent for  
Thorne Beekeeping Equipment. 
Contact him on 01224 790468  

or e-mail: 
aberdeenbeesupplies@hotmail.com 
 

Beekeeping supplies from Jock 
McGregor shall be unavailable 
until the 26th of June.  Normal 
service shall be resumed from this 
date forward. 

 

FOR SALE 
We have 5 National Hives (that is a 
Brood Box, 2 Supers, Mesh Floor and 
Roof, no crown board or excluder,) 
Price £50 each.  

One x 6 Frame Nuk Box £25. 

Please contact Edwin Ritchie   

Home 01569 763935  

Mobile 0754385064 

 

FOR SALE 
Numerous colonies of 

bees to suit your budget 
and requirements. 

Please contact  
Olga Macaulay 

Home  01224 315276 
or email: astrolo@mail.ru 

 

A Heather Site  
is available to 

ADBKA members. 
 
If you want to take 
your bees to the 

heather and 
harvest some of 

the best honey in 
the world, contact 
David Morland to 

discuss on 
07768244420 

or email 
davidmorland64@ 

gmail.com 
 



      

  

 Jenny, Joan and I attended the ‘Healthy BEES (Bee Education in Scotland)’ ‘Queen Rearing & Nucleus 
Creation’ weekend course at the Moray Beekeepers’ apiary near Elgin at the end of May. The implication of ‘queen 
rearing’ is one of creating new queens from 
course relatively simply achieve this by splitting their best colony(ies), but maybe you don’t want to do that, or you 
might want multiple new queens from one existing queen. That’s w
in. At a more theoretical level (Module 7!), there is of course all the interesting honeybee genetics to consider, for 
instance the drone having a grandfather but no father. And what of course are ‘best’
that docility is top of the list of criteria? 
 The two day course comprised several practical sessions interspersed with talks.  Surprisingly for the Costa del 
Moray the weather wasn’t that great on the Saturday so th
a shame as queen rearing has to proceed in a set order on a set timescale, so the logical sequence of education was 
messed up a bit. 

in the process where something can go wrong (some of which are common to just doing a split); the grafting, the 
preparation of the ‘cell raiser’ colony, the transfer and emergence of the queen cells, mating and successful colony 
expansion thereafter. The whole process takes several weeks and a precise timescale must be followed.

 I have pretty unsuccessfully tried queen rearing using grafting and cupkits a couple of times before so I’m hoping 
the practice and insights from the course will help.  Right now, 
queen cell and out there in the apiary! 

       
 

 QUEEN REARING COURSE REPORT
 

Jenny, Joan and I attended the ‘Healthy BEES (Bee Education in Scotland)’ ‘Queen Rearing & Nucleus 
Creation’ weekend course at the Moray Beekeepers’ apiary near Elgin at the end of May. The implication of ‘queen 
rearing’ is one of creating new queens from selected existing queens and colonies.  The small scale beekeeper can of 
course relatively simply achieve this by splitting their best colony(ies), but maybe you don’t want to do that, or you 
might want multiple new queens from one existing queen. That’s where the techniques and skills of queen rearing come 
in. At a more theoretical level (Module 7!), there is of course all the interesting honeybee genetics to consider, for 
instance the drone having a grandfather but no father. And what of course are ‘best’ bees, although I think we’d all agree 

The two day course comprised several practical sessions interspersed with talks.  Surprisingly for the Costa del 
Moray the weather wasn’t that great on the Saturday so the programme order was changed accordingly. This was a bit of 
a shame as queen rearing has to proceed in a set order on a set timescale, so the logical sequence of education was 

 The first practical session was centred around recognition o
the various forms of queen cells and their state of development: 
emergency, swarm and supersedure, sealed, unsealed, empty, 
emerged.  In the second session we practised the critical skill of 
‘grafting’ – transferring minute, one day old larvae from the c
the selected queen/colony into plastic cell cups which the bees would 
develop into queen cells.  Finally we practised handling queens 
using drones as their stunt doubles –
travelling or introduction cages. 
 The weather on Sunday was perfect for the main event. We 
each made up an Apidea mini-nuc, after which an hour or two of 
organised chaos ensued. We stocked the Apideas with bees and then, 
after taking ripe queen cells from grafts that had been started a couple 
of weeks earlier, raided most of the other hives in the apiary for 
enough additional queen cells to finally be able to stock around 20 
Apideas and nucs. The nucs were created using the ‘Cook Circle’ 
method – a well-known bit of beekeeping theatre 
from a single large colony surrounded by a ring of nucs are split 
amongst the nucs and the central hive then removed. Bees everywhere 
of course, but they find their new homes eventually.
 The challenge of queen rearing is that there are multiple stages 

in the process where something can go wrong (some of which are common to just doing a split); the grafting, the 
preparation of the ‘cell raiser’ colony, the transfer and emergence of the queen cells, mating and successful colony 

hole process takes several weeks and a precise timescale must be followed.

I have pretty unsuccessfully tried queen rearing using grafting and cupkits a couple of times before so I’m hoping 
the practice and insights from the course will help.  Right now, every nuc and mini-nuc I have is stocked, charged with a 

Ian Mackley 
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QUEEN REARING COURSE REPORT 

Jenny, Joan and I attended the ‘Healthy BEES (Bee Education in Scotland)’ ‘Queen Rearing & Nucleus 
Creation’ weekend course at the Moray Beekeepers’ apiary near Elgin at the end of May. The implication of ‘queen 

selected existing queens and colonies.  The small scale beekeeper can of 
course relatively simply achieve this by splitting their best colony(ies), but maybe you don’t want to do that, or you 

here the techniques and skills of queen rearing come 
in. At a more theoretical level (Module 7!), there is of course all the interesting honeybee genetics to consider, for 

bees, although I think we’d all agree 

The two day course comprised several practical sessions interspersed with talks.  Surprisingly for the Costa del 
e programme order was changed accordingly. This was a bit of 
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the various forms of queen cells and their state of development: 
emergency, swarm and supersedure, sealed, unsealed, empty, 
emerged.  In the second session we practised the critical skill of 

transferring minute, one day old larvae from the comb of 
the selected queen/colony into plastic cell cups which the bees would 
develop into queen cells.  Finally we practised handling queens – 

– for marking and insertion into 

er on Sunday was perfect for the main event. We 
nuc, after which an hour or two of 
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after taking ripe queen cells from grafts that had been started a couple 
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enough additional queen cells to finally be able to stock around 20 
Apideas and nucs. The nucs were created using the ‘Cook Circle’ 
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from a single large colony surrounded by a ring of nucs are split 
amongst the nucs and the central hive then removed. Bees everywhere 
of course, but they find their new homes eventually. 

The challenge of queen rearing is that there are multiple stages 
in the process where something can go wrong (some of which are common to just doing a split); the grafting, the 
preparation of the ‘cell raiser’ colony, the transfer and emergence of the queen cells, mating and successful colony 

hole process takes several weeks and a precise timescale must be followed. 

I have pretty unsuccessfully tried queen rearing using grafting and cupkits a couple of times before so I’m hoping 
nuc I have is stocked, charged with a 
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Members’ Events 
JUNE, Saturday, 30th,   

VISIT TO MURRAY McGREGORS  
QUEEN REARING UNIT 

 We have organised a visit to Murray’s  queen rearing 
unit at Blairgowrie. This is a unique opportunity to see a 
professionally managed queen rearing operation that raises 
nearly 1000 queen bees each year. 
 We plan to arrive about 1pm and have a picnic lunch 
before the main event at 2pm. 
 If you would like to go, please register your interest 
by emailing David Morland at davidmorland64@gmail.com  
or phone  07768244420 
 

JULY, Thursday 19th, BEECHGROVE GARDEN,  
Meeting time and directions to be advised upon booking. 

A tour of the famous "Beechgrove Garden" with the head 
gardener Mhairi Rattray. £3 charge per person, payable on 
the night - this includes tea and biscuits. 
Because this event is likely to be popular we are taking 
bookings by email - please apply asap to Malcolm at 
aberdeenbeekeepers@gmail.com 
Also, there is limited parking so members are requested to 
car share - at least 2 people per car please. 
  Malcolm Watson – ADBKA Secretary 

 
AUGUST, 5th TO 6th, TURRIFF SHOW 

 The Turriff Show is one of the key events that 
showcase organisations in the Northeast of Scotland.  
 Beekeepers of all abilities will have something to 
contribute to the public's understanding of the importance of 
beekeeping.  
 Locally produced honey is always very much in 
demand and this is an opportunity for new or established 
beekeepers to sell their own produce. 
 Anyone interested in helping on our new outdoor 
stand or selling produce should contact David Morland: 
07768244420.  

 

 
AUGUST, 11th, ADBKA summer BBQ. 

 
Craigmill, Leochel Cushnie, Muir of Fowlis, 
Alford, Aberdeenshire. AB338NX. 2 – 5 p.m. 
Pre-book and send payment in advance (cheques 
payable to Joan Gilbert-Stevens) confirming 
numbers prior to 4th August.  See attached poster 
for full details. 
 

AUGUST, 18th,  
ECHT HORTICULTURAL SHOW, Cowdray 

Hall, Echt, 2:30 p.m. 
 

SEPTEMBER, 22ND   23RD, 
SBA AUTUMN CONVENTION, Glasgow 

 

OCTOBER, 5TH,  
SBA TOURING LECTURER, 

Kinellar Hall, Blackburn. 7:30 p.m. 
An additional event not included in this year's 

programme card: 
 

The SBA 2018 touring lecturer Marin Anastassov 
will visit Aberdeen as part of his autumn tour 
around the country.  Marin is a master beekeeper 
and currently, amongst other accolades, a Trustee 
of Gloucestershire Beekeeping Association. 
The subject will be "Nutritional requirements of 
honey bees and supplemental feeding". 
     
Malcolm Watson – ADBKA Secretary 

 
OCTOBER, 20TH,  

ADBKA HONEY SHOW, 
Kinellar hall, Blackburn. Details to follow. 

 

TURRIFF SHOW 
 
 Turriff show is the premier agricultural show in the North East of Scotland being second 
in Scotland to the world famous Royal Highland Show. 
Each year the event displays the very best of Aberdeenshire and the United Kingdom’s products 
with over 300 trade stands being presented. 
 This year Aberdeen and District Beekeepers Association has for the first time decided to 
host our own outdoor stand. In previous years we have been well represented with a display in 
the Industrial Tent. 
 To help your ADBK Association host this stand we are looking for volunteers to help on 
the stand to answer questions and talk to the public about beekeeping.  If you are prepared to 
help out for even a few hours then please contact David Morland to discuss on 07768244420 
or email davidmorland64@gmail.com        
 


