
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEES NEED US AND WE NEED YOU! 

 

 When I first started beekeeping 18 years ago, Jock McGregor was my 

mentor. He was able to provide me with two Smiths hives with healthy colonies 

of bees and he guided me though the first couple of years beekeeping. I read the 

books (Hooper and Brown) but there were always the occasions where I needed 

practical help.  

 I recognize that now the internet can inform you about anything, whether 

right or wrong, but there is no substitute for hands on assistance when you don’t 

understand what you are looking at and are not sure of what to do next. 

 In our Association we have many venerable and experienced beekeepers 

who have passed on their knowledge, free of charge, to new (and not so new) 

beekeepers.  All beekeepers who have successfully brought their colonies through 

one or two winters will also have something to offer of their own experiences. 

 We had a record number of attendees at our beginners classes this year 

(80). A significant number are planning to get bees and will require some 

guidance when they get their first nuc or full colony. So we are asking if you 

would be able to offer your support to one or two of these newbees. 

 How much time will it take? The answer to that question is as ‘long as a 

piece of string’! In other words it is up to you and the person you are mentoring to 

agree a workable arrangement. It could be as little as an initial visit to see your 

bees and how you manage them, followed by an occasional phone call when they 

are in difficulties. 

 Having been a mentor myself over a couple of seasons, I would 

recommend it highly. 

 So go on, put your name forward! Let’s ensure your wisdom is not lost. 

 New members in Aberdeen City, Laurencekirk and Insch, and other areas 

would like to make contact. 

 

David Morland 

Please call me on 07768244420  

or email ADBKAChair@gmail.com 
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SPRING LECTURE SERIES 

  

  

 The annual spring ‘Lecture Series’ for potential and novice beekeepers, and which ADBKA has 

been running for many years, concluded successfully last week. The application list was closed at 80 

people and over 60 attended each week.  10% of the audience already had bees and the remainder were 

equally divided between those who were wondering about beekeeping and wanted to find out what it is 

all about and those who are pretty convinced they want to get bees this year. 

  

 The series opened with Malcolm setting the scene by talking about the life and biology of the 

honeybee. That was followed up by David who gave a brief history of beekeeping followed by 

information about setting up an apiary. 

 The next week’s session was postponed due to bad weather, but the following week Naomi 

delivered her presentation on equipment and the next week Jenny dealt with products of the hive, 

complete with a large number of expensively-procured French samples! 

 Kirsty then covered Bee Health and Ian wrapped up the series with ‘The Beekeeping Year’. 

Attendees have been offered apiary taster visits on the weekend of 14/15
th
 April and a practical session 

assembling frames and hive equipment on 19
th
 April. 

  

 Feedback on the programme was entirely positive, typical comments being: 

  

 ‘I thought the course was brilliant and it gave me a good insight into what would be involved 

with keeping honeybees.’ 

  

 ‘Well-presented, liked the variety of presenters, and exceptionally informative.’ 

  

 ‘Course was pretty well balanced, offering a good amount of valuable information. Good to meet 

beekeepers.’ 

  

 ‘All presenters were knowledgeable, engaging and entertaining. Well done.’ 

  

 The lecture series will be complimented by a kit assembly workshop to be held at Aberdeen 

Grammar on the 19
th

 of April. 

 Rather than just inform and excite people about beekeeping but then somewhat leaving them to 

their own devices, we found that nearly 30 people were interested having a beekeeping mentor and 

there was demand for around 20 nuclei. There was also significant interest in a basic practical course.   
 

          Ian Mackley 
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SPRING 2018 LECTURE SERIES: 

3. How to prepare for the  hands-on beekeeping sessions  

at our Crathes apiary 

 On completion of the lecture series people that decide to join the ADBKA will be invited to a 

practical session at the association apiary which is set within the grounds of Crathes castle. We are 

lucky enough to have one of the best addresses and location for our association apiary. 

 People who are thinking about taking up beekeeping are often dissuaded by the thought of being 

stung by the bees. In reality if you are wearing a one piece bee suit with a suitable pair of boots and 

gloves then the chances of getting stung is minimal and during your visits to the apiary you should not 

get stung. It is inevitable that eventually most people will get stung at some time or other but over time 

your body will become resistant to the swelling that an insect sting normally brings; the pain from a 

sting however does not decrease.  Some experienced beekeepers welcome a few stings and claim the 

venom gives them health benefits; personally I’d rather prevent getting stung if at all possible. 

 When a bee hive is first opened up and the bees are flying around it is normal to feel a bit 

apprehensive after all it is normal for all animals to be scared of bees. In parts of Africa the locals 

suspend hives of bees on ropes around their fields of crops, when a marauding elephant pushes against 

the ropes it shakes the bees that in turn attack the elephant.  If a wild African elephant is sent on its way 

by the bees then I think it is acceptable for us humans to feel a little apprehensive until we build 

confidence in our equipment and the handling of the bees. 

 Upon arriving at the castle grounds you should park within the lower car park, parking is free of 

charge for ADBKA members who are visiting our apiary. 
 In preparation for the demonstration you should come dressed in a one piece bee suit with the 

veil open.  Suitable boots should be worn that prevent the bees from accessing your ankles and you 

should have a good clean pair of leather beekeeping gauntlets available. It is advisable to wear a pair of 

disposable gloves on top of your leather gauntlets to keep your gauntlets clean for as long as possible.  

Finally you should bring your ADBKA membership card and present it to Naomi when you arrive. 

 The association owns a new wooden cabin that is set in its own grounds within the garden at 

Crathes castle.  The cabin offers a shelter from the worst of the Aberdeenshire weather and within it 

there is tea and coffee making facilities and it’s generally a very pleasant place to gather before and 

after the demonstrations to discuss the matters of the day.  The tea and coffee making facilities are 

provided by the attendees; if you are prepared to help with supplying any of the ingredients then let the 

apiary manager Naomi Adams know. Even some water for the tea urn or a pint of milk is much 

appreciated. 

 Within the immediate area of the cabin the association hives are housed and these are used 

specifically for training purposes.  The bees within these hives are specifically chosen for their calm 

nature rather than their honey gathering abilities; although they do gather some terrific honey from the 

castle gardens. 

 Once you are confident in handling the bees your thoughts may turn to purchasing a colony of 

bees and a beehive but before you do, find a more experienced beekeeper that is prepared to mentor 

you and get you started. Seek their advice on a suitable hive and where to purchase bees. If you intend 

to locate your hive on someone else’s property select a hive that blends into the local environment; a 

fluorescent yellow or red hive in the middle of a grouse moor is unlikely to be well received. 

 If all goes well you may be rewarded with some honey from your bees, in Aberdeenshire we are 

lucky to have many nectar sources all of which have their own unique look and taste. When you open 

up your own hive you will be rewarded by one of the most pleasant smells that exist in nature. It goes 

without saying that your own honey will taste better than anything you’ve previously tasted and your 

efforts will be well rewarded. 

 The association honey show in October gives you an ideal venue to display your honey and to 

marvel at the dozens of varieties of local honey on display.  Enjoy your new beekeeping career. 

Lindsey Macaulay with contributions from David Morland and Naomi Adams 
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Members’ Events 

FOR SALE 

Three National hives c/w queen excluder 

plus two supers.  

Contact Witek Mojsiewicz 

01224 722302 or 07914355809. 

 

 FOR SALE 

4 Frame Manual Heavy Duty 

Tangential/Radial Honey Extractor. 

Excellent New Condition. 

Only Used Once.   

Diameter 54cm Height 110cm. 

Cost new £417.   Price £195. 

Can provide photos of extractor via email, 

if required. 

Contact Norman Stewart: 
email: mstewart840@gmail.com 

Tel. 01467 643062. Mobile 07890631813 

 

APRIL, 28th, 2 p.m., 

KINELLAR HALL, BLACKBURN, 

AGM & Local Honey Shows &  

Show Preparation, 

H. Donohoe & J. McGregor 
 

MAY, 12th,  2 p.m., CRATHES APIARY, 

Practical Demonstration - Swarm Control, 
Graham Torrie 

 

MAY, 26
th

,  2 p.m., TURRIFF 

Demonstration - Apiary Visit & Swarm Control,  

Kitta Potgieter 

 

JUNE, 9th, 2 p.m., ADEN PARK, MINTLAW 

Demonstration - Apiary Visit & Nuc Making,  

Erling Watt 

 

 
Honey extractors; Heather honey press;   

Mini-melters; Wax extractor; Wax foundation press 

Contact: Sandy Gordon 01224 484540 

DANESTONE AB22 8AJ 
 

Heated uncapping tray; Electric uncapping knife; 

Heather honey press; Wax melter; Unimel stainless 

steel 3 frame tangential extractor 

Contact: Erling Watt 074294 54572 

watterlingg@aol.com 

LONGSIDE AB42 4XQ 

 

Combimel stainless steel radial 9 frame extractor; 

Heated uncapping tray; Electric uncapping knife; 

Refractometer; Candle-making kit are available at 

Crathes Apairy. For further information 

contact Joan Gilbert-Stevens. 
 

 

 
 

Mr Richard Norris has invited 

any beekeeper to put hives on his land. 

( Milltimber area) 

He can be contacted on 07941580317 

or Richard.65@live.co.uk 

 

ASSOICIATION SUPPLIES 

 

Syrup - 14kg containers at £15.50 

 

Fondant - 2.5kg packs - with 5 x packs 

being in a box - cost each is £3 pack or £15 

for the box of 5 packs 

 

Candapoline Gold Pollen in 1kg packs -  £4 

for 1kg pack  or if anyone wants a box of 

12 x 1kg packs that is slightly cheaper at 

£42 for a box of 12 x 1kg packs 

 

Regus Candy in 2.5kg tubs at £6 tub or £24 

box a box with 4 x tubs 

Contact:  Joan Gilbert-Stevens 

019755 81369 

craigmill@btinternet.com 

MUIR OF FOWLIS AB33 8NX 

 

Erling Watt 074294 54572 

watterlingg@aol.com 

LONGSIDE AB42 4XQ 

 

 

Aberdeen Bee Supplies 

Jock McGregor is the local agent for 

Thorne Beekeeping Equipment. 

Contact him on 01224 790468  

or e-mail: 

aberdeenbeesupplies@hotmail.com 
 

 

mailto:watterlingg@aol.com
https://e.mail.ru/compose/?mailto=mailto%3aRichard.65@live.co.uk
mailto:craigmill@btinternet.com
mailto:watterlingg@aol.com
mailto:aberdeenbeesupplies@hotmail.com


Page 5 of 6 
CRATHES GARDEN SHOW – 2018 

 

 In early 2018 members of the 

Aberdeen and District Beekeepers 

Association were invited to participate in the 

first Gardens and Outdoor Roadshow that 

was to be held within the grounds of Crathes 

Castle. The show was to be held within a 

stone’s throw from our association apiary 

which is set within the castle grounds. 

 Joan Gilbert-Stevens and her husband 

Karl rose to the occasion and with the 

precision of a military manoeuvre set about 

project managing and participating in the 

event together with a willing group of 

helpers from within the membership of the 

ADBKA.   

 On Saturday the 7
th
 of April the event was held but like all such events it was clear for all to see 

the monumental amount of work and preparation Joan and Karl had put into staging the event.   

A waterproof gazebo was located on the site and within it there 

were demonstrations of the types of pollen as viewed through a 

microscope, a film about beekeeping was shown to the public, a 

selection of scale model beehives and honey processing 

equipment was on display having recently been obtained for the 

association, posters and educational material lined the inside of 

the gazebo, a full sized mannequin was dressed in a bee suit, a 

selection of honey and products of the hive was on display and 

available for the public to taste and purchase. Finally a vast array 

of documentation was available in the form of books and leaflets, 

some of the leaflets had been kindly supplied by the Scottish 

Beekeeping Association. 

 Outside the gazebo the display continued in the form of 

national beehives and a virtual beehive. The virtual beehive 

contained brood frames with pictures that replaced where the wax 

comb is normally positioned. The pictures show the typical 

workings of the hive with the bees located on the comb and the 

queen going about her daily duty with her entourage in attendance.   

 A table was positioned that contained 

typical beekeeping paraphernalia that is used by 

the beekeeper to manipulate a colony.  

 Unfortunately the stars of the show in the 

form of live bees within an observation hive could 

not be presented due to the very cold weather 

leading up to the event, however bees from the 

association apiary did make an appearance as they 

flew over from their hives to visit the floral 

displays that were part of other exhibitors stands.  

Perhaps the next best thing to live bees was in the 

form of Karl who was dressed in a man size bee 

suit that was kindly loaned by the SBA.  
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 Karl spent all day within the bee suit from 9:00 a.m 

until 5:00 p.m. and even completed an interview as 

conducted on behalf of the organisers whilst fully dressed 

as a man sized honey bee. The bee suit with Karl within it 

proved to be a major draw with the public of all ages. 

 In attendance there were many experienced and 

qualified beekeepers that were on hand to answer the 

many questions that an inquisitive public presented 

throughout the day.  ADBKA is fortunate indeed to have 

such a wealth of knowledge in the form of experienced 

and qualified beekeepers within the membership. 

 After a very busy day from start to finish it was 

time to bring proceedings to an end.  I thought we’d be 

packing things up until late at night under torch light but I 

was mistaken. Everyone pulled together with all the 

display and gazebo broken down and packed up with a 

speed that would have impressed the grumpiest of army 

sergeant majors. Within minutes there was not a mark on 

the grass to show we had even been there.   

 Joan and Karl should be congratulated on their 

herculean efforts in pulling such a fine display stand 

together, one which the ADBKA can be proud of. 

 The organisers were very pleased with the participation of the Association and have already 

planned ahead for a similar event in 2019 which hopefully we will be invited again to participate in. 

 

Lindsey Macaulay 
More photos of the event you can find on this link: 

https://etiom.co.uk/gardens-and-outdoors/event-photos 

 

LOCAL  ASSOCIATION AWARD 

  

 We are pleased to announce that at the SBA AGM on 18th 

March Graham Torrie was presented with their "local association 

award".  

 Graham has recently stood down as the chairman of Aberdeen 

& District Beekeepers Association. A skilled beekeeper, he was 

extremely generous with his time. Graham managed the association 

apiary at Crathes and edited the association newsletter as well as 

leading the committee in its business.  He also has excellent 

presentation skills which he still uses to share his knowledge with 

other beekeepers. This includes delivering lectures at the annual 

Aberdeen beginners' class and presenting practical sessions at Crathes 

as well as coaching beekeepers on a one to one basis in less formal 

settings. He is widely read, and often refers to recent research and 

relevant publications during his presentations.  

 He is a frequent winner at the Aberdeen honey show, in 2016 taking away no less than three 

trophies. 

         Malcolm Watson 

https://etiom.co.uk/components/com_eventgallery/helpers/image.php?&mode=full&folder=AberdeenGardensandOutdoors2018&file=8P5A2867.jpg

