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This year’s Honey Show was held on 12 October, with 
a good attendance from members and a healthy 
number of entries.  Most prominent amongst the trophy 
winners were Sandy Gordon and Jock McGregor, who 
set a high standard that we can all aim for. 

Judging was carried out by Margaret Grant and Tony 
Harris, to whom we are most grateful.  Tony was able 
to give us some sage advice on preparing exhibits for 
showing, and was kind enough to join our “expert’s 
question time” session after a refreshment break 
organised by Margaret McGregor and her hard working 
team. 

A full list of winners and awards will be included in next 
month’s newsletter. 

 

The Scottish Government has introduced a new law to create Britain’s first honeybee reserve 

on the islands of Colonsay and Oronsay.  The Bee Keeping (Colonsay and Oronsay) Order 2013, 
which will come into force on 1 January 2014, will make it an offence to keep any honey bee 
species on the islands other than the British black honeybee, Apis mellifera mellifera.  The SBA’s 

bee health convener, Phil Moss, is reported as saying that the bees currently on Colonsay are one 
of the “purest” pockets of Britain’s native bee species, which was largely wiped out early last 
century due to Isle of Wight Disease. 

According to Professor Friedrich Ruttner, writing in The Hive and the Honey Bee (Dadant, ed., 

1975), “Since the 17
th

 century, Dark bees were brought across the ocean to North and South 
America, and across the Ural to Siberia.  But in the last decades, the development of modern 
beekeeping was not favorable to them and they lost ground almost everywhere.  As a pure race 
they have at present local significance in some parts of Spain, France, Poland, and Russia; a few 
beekeepers breed some selected strains of them in Switzerland (strain Nigra), in the Austrian 
Alps, Great Britain and Scandinavia.  Elsewhere they were crossed with Carnica, Ligustica or 
Caucasica, or they became displaced entirely.” 

Could this be the start of a comeback? 

 

Following an archaeological survey 
conducted by the National Trust for 
Scotland, we have now been given the 
green light to progress with the 
development of our association’s new 
apiary at Crathes Castle.  The 
construction of our new cabin should 
take place within the next few weeks. 

Committee members are busy 
preparing for the move from our 
current home at Craibstone, and 
everyone is looking forward to turning 
this ‘blank canvas’ into an apiary that 
will serve our association’s needs for 
many years to come. 

A BLANK CANVAS 

 
A fine display of exhibits at our Honey Show 

Our new 
apiary site at 

Crathes Castle 

http://www.aberdeenbeekeepers.net/
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ADBKA AUTUMN LECTURES 

AN INTRODUCTION TO BEES AND BEEKEEPING 

Six-week programme continues on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm 

31 October: The products of the hive 

7 November: Help – there’s something wrong with my bees! 

14 November: The beekeeping year 

Presenter: Stephen Palmer 

Aberdeen Grammar School Lecture Theatre, Skene Street, ABERDEEN, AB10 1HT 

A TARTAN SOCIAL EVENING ON  

ST ANDREW’S NIGHT 

- plus musical entertainment and the 
presentation of Honey Show trophies 

Saturday 30 November at 7pm 

Kinellar Hall 
Fintry Road 
Blackburn 
AB21 0JQ 

 
Like our successful event last year, this 

evening will be organised along the lines of an 
“American Supper”.  Members are invited to 

bring along some food and drink (alcohol 
permitted!) which will be laid out for all to share. 

‘HANDS ON’ 

 – A PRACTICAL SESSION TO TRY YOUR 
HAND AT MAKING WAX AND HONEY 

PRODUCTS 

Saturday 26 October at 2pm 

 

Kinellar Hall 
Blackburn 
AB21 0JQ 

  

Join in the spirit of the evening by wearing “a touch of tartan”! 

UK BEE SWARM COLLECTORS 

Association member, Ian Douglas, has 
brought to our notice a website providing 
contact details of people willing to collect 

swarms.  The site contains a map of the UK, 
which can be searched by entering a 

postcode, and which then links through a 
‘flag’ system to a name and contact number 
of a local ‘swarm collector’.  The site can be 

found at: 
http://batchgeo.com/map/994f4d7ca8991711

988b36f8c9dc62f7   

There is currently only one entry for our area. 

Unfortunately, your newsletter editor’s 
technical skills have proved insufficient to 

work out how to get new details onto the site.  
Can anyone help?  

The story attracting by far the greatest media coverage over the 
last few weeks concerned research by a team at the Centre for 
Biological Sciences at the University of Southampton that showed 
a reduction in bees’ ability to detect flower scents when exposed 
to diesel exhaust fumes. 

The paper published by the scientists (available in full at 
http://www.nature.com/srep/2013/131003/srep02779/full/srep027
79.html#results) concludes that, “Disruption of odour 
communication by components of exhaust pollution could be 
detrimental to many insect species. In the case of pollinator 
species, including the honeybee, these effects would have major 
economic and ecological impacts, particularly when in conjunction 
with other stressors detrimental to pollinator health.” 

Read how the story was reported by the Guardian at 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/oct/03/traffic-
fumes-honeybees-scent-flowers 

 

 

MANUKA SHMANUKA! 

 Researchers at the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Glasgow have been looking at whether honeys other 
than New Zealand’s expensive Manuka might have the same antibacterial properties that famously make it suitable for 
medical wound dressings.  Coming out top of the 29 honeys tested was Scottish heather honey! 

Researcher, equine surgeon and beekeeper, Dr Patrick Pollock, said: “Although Manuka has been the most studied honey 
source to date, other honey sources may have valuable antimicrobial properties too. 

“Honey is useful in equine medicine, particularly on wounds to legs. There is not much fat on the lower half of horses’ legs, 
so can take a long time to heal, or even never fully heal at all. 

“Honey helps to promote healing, cleaning the wound and keeping it infection free. If vets were able to use locally-sourced, 
cheaper honey as a wound dressing, it would be very beneficial particularly in poorer countries.” 

You can read an abstract of the research paper at: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1090023313003262  

http://batchgeo.com/map/994f4d7ca8991711988b36f8c9dc62f7
http://batchgeo.com/map/994f4d7ca8991711988b36f8c9dc62f7
http://www.nature.com/srep/2013/131003/srep02779/full/srep02779.html#results
http://www.nature.com/srep/2013/131003/srep02779/full/srep02779.html#results
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/oct/03/traffic-fumes-honeybees-scent-flowers
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/oct/03/traffic-fumes-honeybees-scent-flowers
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1090023313003262
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Much media coverage, and many nightmare-inducing 
photographs, appeared in the last few days regarding the 

menacing Asian giant hornet or Vespa mandarinia.  Reports from 
Northern China indicate that already this year 42 people have 

been killed by the hornet and at least 1,640 injured.  Its venom is 
powerful enough to dissolve human tissue.  And if you can face 

seeing what that looks like, you can go to: 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/oct/04/killer-hornets-

chinese-city-living-in-fear 

 

This is the time of hanging on for the bees - 
the bees 
So slow I hardly know them, 
Filing like soldiers 
To the syrup tin 
To make up for the honey I’ve taken. 
Tate and Lyle keeps them going, 
The refined snow. 
It is Tate and Lyle they live on, instead of 
flowers. 
They take it.  The cold sets in. 

Now they ball in a mass, 
Black 
Mind against all that white. 
The smile of the snow is white. 
It spreads itself out, a mile-long body of 
Meissen, 

Into which, on warm days, 
They can only carry their dead. 
The bees are all women, 
Maids and the long royal lad. 
They have got rid of the men, 

The blunt, clumsy stumblers, the boors. 
Winter is for women - 
The woman, still at her knitting, 
At the cradle of Spanish Walnut, 
Her body a bulb in the cold and too dumb to 
think. 

Will the hive survive, will the gladiolas 
Succeed in banking their fires 
To enter another year? 
What will they taste of, the Christmas 
roses? 
The bees are flying.  They taste the spring. 

From ‘Wintering’ by Sylvia Plath 

 

 

 

Vespa Manderinia 

Be afraid; be very afraid! 

ARE YOU PREPARED? 

Here is some timely advice from the Food and Environment 
Research Agency’s fact sheet on Preparing Honey Bee 
Colonies for Winter. 

 

Monitor throughout winter 

Once you have taken every precaution to ensure your colonies 
survival leading up to winter, it is important to remember to still 
monitor them during the cold months. This is particularly 
essential for those hives that were strong throughout the year 
and went into winter vigorously too. A standard British National 
colony will need between 20 -30 kilogrammes of food and larger 
hives will need more. Once they have stored all their food for 
winter, there are several methods that can be employed to 
monitor your hives. 

 

Hefting the hive 

At the end of autumn, go around and heft you hives to gauge 
the weight of the brood boxes. This is the weight you want to try 
and maintain throughout the winter and if it is getting particularly 
light, then chances are that you will need to feed them fondant. 
It is advisable to do this every other week. Around December, 
giving your bees a block of candy for Christmas won’t hurt 
either. 

 

Opening the hive 

This should be done quickly as a quick assessment to the health 
of the colony. Even when a colony has plenty of food they may 
become isolated from it and end up starving. Therefore every 
other week open the hive and have a look at the frames next to 
the cluster. If they are empty replace them with frames that have 
food from that hive and score the honey with your hive tool. 
Place the frame next to the cluster and repeat with subsequent 
frames. If food is low give them fondant which should be placed 
on the top bars, directly above the cluster. 

 

National Bee Unit, The Food and Environment Research Agency, Sand 
Hutton, York. YO41 1LZ Telephone: 01904 462510 e-mail: 
nbu@fera.gsi.gov.uk website: www.nationalbeeunit.com 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/oct/04/killer-hornets-chinese-city-living-in-fear
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/oct/04/killer-hornets-chinese-city-living-in-fear
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 According to..... 

 
.....Thomas Wildman in his 1770 book, A Treatise on the Management of Bees, “We have remarked a third sort of bees in 
the same hive, which are longer still than the drones, but less big in proportion to their length, and of a more lively reddish 
colour.  We have never found more than three of these bees in a hive, and oftentimes we have found but one.  This third 
sort hath a grave and sedate walk; is armed with a sting, and is the mother of all the others.  Perhaps it is this sort that 
hath been called the king.” 

 

If you have an item for the newsletter, please contact Graham Torrie on 013398 82038, or by e-mail at adbkanewsletter@btinternet.com 

Distributing the newsletter by e-mail realises significant savings for the ADBKA.  If you wish to receive your copy by e-mail, please let me know. 

Graham 

Notice Board 

 

 

 

The Honey Jar Store 

Ragus Candy 

Apistan – 10 strips, 

sufficient for 5 hives 

Ambrosia Syrup 

Honey Jars and Lids 

Mesh Floors – National 

size (wire only) 

Hessian Squares for 

smoker fuel 

Free loan: 

Honey extractors  

Mini-melters  

Heather honey press  

Wax extractor  

Wax foundation press  

 

The Honey Jar 
Store is in 

Danestone, 
Aberdeen.  At the 

Persley Bridge 
roundabout, turn 

onto Laurel Drive.  
Continue for about 

half a mile.  Look 
for Laurel Place 

on your right (it is 
a semi-circle so 
take the second 

entrance into this 
street).   

Now turn left into Laurel 
Avenue.  Danestone Market 

Garden is signposted, on the 
left, about 100 yards along. 

For the loan items, a returnable 
£10 deposit is required, with the 

maximum length of loan being 
two weeks.  As other members 

may be waiting to borrow 
extractors, etc. these must be 

returned on time and in a 
clean condition.  

 

 
Please note that due to an increase in the cost of honey jars from 

our suppliers, we have found it necessary to increase the price from 
£22.50 to £24 for half a gross. 

The store is open between 6.30pm and 
8pm on Wednesday evenings and at 

other times by arrangement with Sandy 
Gordon (Tel: 01224 484540) 

 

Aberdeen Bee Supplies 

Jock McGregor is the local agent for Thorne Beekeeping 

Equipment.  Contact him on 01224 790468 or e-mail: 

AberdeenBeeSupplies@hotmail.com 

 

Abelo Beekeeping Equipment 

Wide range of products & competitive 
prices 

Please check our offers at 
www.abelo.co.uk  

Contact Sebastian Bacz on 
07508944101 or e-mail 

sales@abelo.co.uk 

9-frame radial extractor (electric) – FOR 

HIRE £10 per hire period 

Steam wax melter – available ON LOAN £10 

deposit 

Both items available from: Jock McGregor, 11 
Marcus Road, Blackburn.  Tel. 01224 790468 

A good turnout of members gathered at Kinellar 
Hall on the 11

th
 of October to hear Dr David 

Aston speak as part of the Scottish Beekeepers’ 

Association’s Autumn Lecture Tour.  The subject 
of the evening’s talk was Keeping Healthy Honey 
Bees, and over the course of an hour and a half 
Dr Aston covered an enormous amount of ground, 
making the topic both interesting and challenging.  
He urged beekeepers to take a proactive 
approach to the matter of pest and disease 
control and to apply “Integrated Bee Health 
Management”, going on to illustrate what this 
might look like in practise.  Central to his message 
was the notion that in order to maintain healthy 
colonies it is essential that we beekeepers learn 
more about the natural history of the honey bee 
and keep up to date with new developments and 
ideas in the field of bee husbandry.  Which, of 
course, is why we were all there in the first place. 

If you are interested in enhancing your own beekeeping knowledge and 
expertise, why not have a look at the Scottish Beekeepers’ Association’s 
modular examination system?  You can find out all about it by going to: 
http://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/Services/SBAEducation.aspx  

mailto:adbkanewsletter@btinternet.com
mailto:AberdeenBeeSupplies@hotmail.com
http://www.abelo.co.uk/
mailto:sales@abelo.co.uk
http://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/Services/SBAEducation.aspx

