www.aberdeenbeekeepers.net

Established 1910
Scottish Charity Number SC031754

Scottish Charity Number SC031754

Aberdeen and District
Beekeepers’ Association (SCIO)

MARCH

2017

- promoting the study and development of apiculture, and advancing the heritage, culture and
science of beekeeping amongst its membership and throughout the wider community
President:
Mr R Wood
Forestside Road
Banchory

Acting Chair:
David Morland
Middle Ardo
Udny
Ellon
AB41 6QX
Tel. 07768244420
e-mail:
davidmorland64@
gmail.com
Hon. Secretary:
Rosie Crighton
29 Marcus Cres.
Blackburn, AB21 0SZ
Tel. 01224 791181
e-mail:
aberdeenbeekeepers@
gmail.com
Hon. Treasurer:
Leona Lowe
70 Pittodrie Place
Aberdeen, AB24 5QT
Tel. 07966026564
e-mail:
leonalowe@
hotmail.co.uk

Meet the ADBKA Committee members
Your committee members have recently redistributed the tasks they undertake on a voluntary basis and we thought
it is important for the membership to know who they are and what they do within the association.
Over the next few issues of the newsletter we will run a series of articles to introduce the committee members to you.

Joan Gilbert-Stevens – Committee member since May 2014
I completed the ADBKA series of lectures at the end of 2013 and then joined ADBKA
at the start of 2014. I purchased our first colony in May 2014 - still on a massive learning curve.
I have recently taken on the role of management of
the stock for feed supplies to the association members. We
have successfully sourced a supplier who can provide both
syrup and fondant at an attractive price and as they can
ship in pallet loads this has proven to be financially
beneficial to the members in providing them with feed at a
reasonable price. I also hold a number of the association
loan items for use by association members.
I hold the S.B.A. Basic Bee Master Certificate and
will continue to go down the route of improving
knowledge and gaining more qualifications in the future.
I come from a logistical and sales background and I am a bit of an organiser at heart.
I have always been interested in the environment and the outdoors and have a large garden
which I enjoy spending time in. I like to make bees wax candles and also am working on
developing my JKBzzzz business to market lip balms. I also enjoy making jams, chutneys and
marmalade.
I am keen to support the Scottish Beekeepers Association display at this year’s Highland
show in Edinburgh this year, so look out for my requests for honey and show material in the
near future.
THIS IS INTERESTING

.

FUTURE ARTICLES

MEET THE
MEMBERS
PRINCES TRUST
MY BEEKEEPING
YEAR
(Murray McGregor)

Left – Hives at La Folie Douce in Val D’isere a well-known watering hole for skiers, lots of
loud music and dancers on tables etc. This is at a height of approximately 2500 m. Assume
they move the hives to the shelves under the eaves to prevent them from being buried under
the snow and to keep them away from the skiers.
Right - A hive on the side of our chalet, at 2100 m, again on a shelf under the eaves.
Rodger Bradley

Members’ Events

Don't forget about the
Kit Assembly Workshop due to be
held on the 25th of March
at Kinellar Community Hall
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Take the opportunity of getting
expert advice on how to prepare your
equipment for the coming season.
Remember to take along tools
including a hammer, measure/ruler
and water proof glue and any hive
parts that you would to assemble on
the day. Look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible.

Bee Health Awareness Day

On Saturday, 13 of May 2017
from 9.30 to 4.30
at Kinellar Community Hall, Blackburn, AB210SS.
A full day of lectures and practical sessions
covering: AFB, EFB, as well as other bee
diseases, apiary hygene, a shook swarm
demonstration and integrated pest control.
Spaces are limited so early booking is advised.
See attached flyer with this newsletter for
booking details.
The venue of the Microscopy workshop on 1st & 2nd April 2017,
has had to change from SASA, Edinburgh to the University of St
Andrews - Biomedical Sciences Research Complex, North Haugh,
University of St. Andrews, KY16 9ST.
Alan Riach

LOCAL RAISED
(NORTH EAST SCOTLAND)
SCOTTISH BEES FOR SALE
I am now taking orders for bees
for delivery in June 2017.
Sold as nucs (a small colony of bees) they will
contain a local 2017 marked laying queen
raised from my own ‘best’ bees and will
contain 5 frames, at least 3 of which will be
brood of all stages and adequate stores.
They will be contained in a correx nuc box and
can be collected from me (near Elgin IV32) or
delivery can be arranged at an additional cost.
Price is £170, including the nuc box and
ongoing advice from me via telephone.
To guarantee your nuc for 2017 you need to
pay a deposit of £30. (this is because last year I
had a lot of timewasters). I also will only sell
bees to you if you are an experienced
beekeeper, or have attended a beginners
beekeeping course or undertaken some other
form of beekeeping training.
Numbers are limited and will be sold on a first
come first served basis.
Tony Harris, 07884 496246
or e mail tonyharris316@btinternet.com
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QUEEN REARING AND NUCLEUS CREATION COURSE
MBA (Lead Tutor: Tony Harris NDB)
will be running the above course on SundayAlan
28th June 2017
from 10.00am to 5.00pm at our Training Apiary near Elgin.
This full day course will cover stock selection, queen rearing
in a queenright colony, hands on grafting practice, nucleus
creation and the use of Apidea mini mating hives.
The £60 course fee includes lunch, tea, and coffee
and a detailed hand-out of the techniques employed.
To book your place or for more information
Contact: Tony Harris on 07884 496246
Numbers are limited.
Email: tony@moraybeekeepers.co.uk

The Scottish Native Honey Bee Society
Launch meeting
on Saturday, 1 April 2017
from 10.00 to 16:30
Lovat Hotel, Perth
Kate Atchley has been kind enough to
prepare an article for March edition of
our newsletter. See attached flyer for
booking details.

If you have an item for the newsletter, please contact Lindsey Macaulay on 01224 315276,
or by e-mail at lindsey_macaulay@lde.nu
Distributing the newsletter by e-mail realises significant savings for the ADBKA. If you wish to
receive your copy by e-mail, please let me know.
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BEE HEALTH AWARENESS DAY
This year the S.B.A. is hosting a bee health awareness day which will be held in Aberdeenshire and only one
other venue in Scotland this year. This is a unique opportunity for you to witness first hand examples of European
Foul Brood and American Foul Brood.
In order for this to happen, special permission has been obtained to transport samples to Kinellar where they
will be held under a strictly controlled environment where you will be able to view them. This takes a considerable
amount of organisational effort and gives us a unique opportunity to view these diseases so that you know what to
look for in future within your own colonies. You can view the effects of these diseases in many text books but
nothing can replace the experience of seeing them with your own eyes. In addition many other bee diseases shall be
discussed during the day.
This event is open to all the adjacent associations so please book early to ensure your place at this event which
may not be available locally again for many years. See the attached flyer for booking details.
Lindsey Macaulay

The samples are made available through contacts that our scientists at SASA (Science and Advice for Scottish
Agriculture) have. They have a well-established protocol which allows them through licensed dispensation to bring
the live material to approved premises for the purposes of the workshop. The samples and that side of things come
under the jurisdiction of the SASA staff that are on duty and in attendance on the day. A quarantine area is
established and strict bio-security is recognised throughout the exercise. So far all arrangements have been adhered
to and we haven’t had any incidents. On the day it will be stressed that the SASA staff are to be listened to and their
instructions must be strictly adhered to and if not the offending person will be dismissed from the premises.
It does sound a bit scary but once you see it in operation it runs very smoothly and we have now done several
over the years. We considered Aberdeen-shire this year due to the heavy incidence of AFB last year and what
appears to be a continuing hot spot in the county not disregarding historical records from Aberdeen BKA. At the
moment there are no firm plans for future years, it largely depends on where beekeepers request us to go and where
we feel the effort is most needed.
For your record we have now run these days in a fairly established format at Aberdeen and Inverness (2012);
Elgin and Auchencruive (2013); Oban and Whitsome near Duns (2014); Dumfries and Haddington (2015); SASA
(2016).
Steve Sutherland,
Lead Bee Inspector
Scottish Government Agriculture and Rural Economy Directorate
BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES AND FREE EQUIPMENT LOAN FOR
ADBKA MEMBERS ACROSS THE NORTH EAST
DISCOUNTED SUPPLIES
contact Erling or Joan

PRICE LIST

Aberdeen Bee Supplies
Jock McGregor is the local agent for
Thorne Beekeeping Equipment.
Contact him on 01224 790468 or email:
aberdeenbeesupplies@hotmail.com

RAGUS Bee Candy 2.5kg
Box of 4
Fondant 2.5kg
Box of 5
Syrup 14kg
Jars (1 lb and ½ lb, incl. lids)
Gross (144)
½ Gross (72)
Bag of 25 lids
Hessian: 2m length

9-FRAME RADIAL EXTRACTOR

£5.50
£22
£3
£15
£15,50
£50
£25
£3
£2

(electric) –
FOR HIRE £10 per hire period
STEAM WAX MELTER –
available ON LOAN £10 deposit
Both items available from:
Jock McGregor,
11 Marcus Road, Blackburn.
Tel. 01224 790468

Page 4 of 4
A Follow Up to the Talk about OSR and Beekeeping
On Saturday the 18th of February members of the ADBKA met in Kinellar community hall to be
presented with a talk on oil seed rape and beekeeping by scientist Gavin Ramsay.
The talk was attended by fifty two (52) members which is one of the largest attended events that has
been hosted by ADBKA in recent memory. Jock McGregor was at the talk with his wife Margarete, Jock has
been a member for many years and past president of our association, Jock advised that he does not recall a
better attended event.
Gavin Ramsay is a retired scientist who specialised in crop genetics and worked at the James Hutton
Institute near Dundee. Gavin opened the talk by giving an introduction to oilseed rape and mentioned the GM
trials in Aberdeenshire which were quite controversial at the time. Currently most oil seed rape grown has been
bred for low erucic acid and glucosinolates and the resulting oil produced has now better health benefits than
olive oil.
Gavin outlined that it was quite possible to obtain a honey harvest from the oil seed rape of between
10Kg and 20Kg per colony and it requires a temperature of 15 to 16°C for the plant to secrete nectar. Colony
preparation is essential and strong colonies are important to secure a worthwhile crop. Ensuring that your
colonies are strong in spring starts in the early autumn with excellent Varroa control and appropriate feeding. In
order to build up the colony they could also be fed light syrup from March. Oilseed rape has become earlier in
its flowering due partly to new varieties and research has shown that the best honey flows are in the early part of
the flowering of the crop, so colonies that are strong early are particularly important.
A good site adjacent to the oil seed rape is of equal importance with vehicular access, out of sight of
straying eyes and sheltered from the ravages of wind, perhaps south facing and close to the rape seed crop.
Once the supers are full and the crop starting to drop petals the honey crop is liable to set quickly partly
due to the high glucose to fructose ratio. Supers should be removed from the hive and extracted quickly, ideally
keeping them warm until they are extracted. The honey should be filtered through a double sieve and run into
food grade plastic pails. Once in the pail it should be allowed to set hard over a period of two to four weeks and
then warmed to 40°C to gently soften over a period of up to two days, but without melting, before it is stirred
with a powered mixing screw. The resultant honey will be of a smooth soft consistency that will stay in this
state after being run into jars. There is no need to seed oil seed rape but oil seed rape honey itself makes a fine
seed for other more granular varieties.
In summary: oil seed rape produces abundant nectar which is good flavoured, needs special management
and fits in well with the other nectar crops such as bell/clover/lime and ling.
Gavin Ramsay & Lindsey Macaulay
1st April Launch Of New Native Bee Society
Those interested in our native dark European honey bee – Apis Mellifera Mellifera – may know that a new society has
been formed and is holding its launch meeting on 1st April at the Lovat Hotel in Perth.
More details, a booking form to attend (which includes membership to end 2017) or signing up as a member can be
found at: www.snhbs.scot or by emailing me at treasurer@snhbs.scot. As I write, more than 70 members have joined the
society and our programme for the launch meeting is almost complete.
Andrew Abrahams, whose native bee colonies on Colonsay gained reserve status in 2014, is the lead speaker and will
talk on conservation of the species in Scotland, accompanied by Mark Barnett, who is undertaking research at the Roslin
Institute into the presence of Amm stock in Scotland, and Ian Valentine, a conservation specialist. Short presentations will
also be made: Gavin Ramsay will explain how to identify Amm bees; Ewan Campbell will give an overview of DNA
identification techniques and the SMARTBEE project; John Durkacz will explain the history of the species in Scotland; and
Jeff Baxter, Kirsty Williams and I will each talk about breeding native bees in the Ochils, near Loch Ewe and Ardnamurchan,
respectively.
In the afternoon, participants will meet in geographically-arranged groups to discuss upcoming activities, events and
priorities. In this way, everyone will be invited to make their contribution to the aims and work of the society.
At present there is a shortage of Amm stock available to those who wish to keep these bees and that will be addressed
from the start. First, SNHBS will concentrate on identifying where Amm honey bees are present in Scotland and the best sites
for breeding. We will then support the breeding and the increase in the supply of Amm queens. Scottish pure Amm breeders
are restricting sales to Scotland only for the time being and will be selective in selling into the most promising areas for
maintaining native strains. Scottish breeders of near-native queens are willing to sell into more densely hybridised areas.
Members will receive a quarterly digital newsletter, the first of which is planned for shortly after the launch meeting,
so those who are unable to attend will be kept informed and able to get involved as they wish.
Please send your booking or membership queries to me at treasurer@snhbs.scot and other queries to
nativebees@snhbs.scot.
Kate Atchley - Treasurer SNHBS (SCIO SC047105)

