
BEE HEALTH AWARENESS DAY 

BLACKBURN 13
TH

 MAY 2017 

 

On 13
th

 May Steve Sunderland (head of the Scottish bee inspection team) and 

personnel from the Scottish Government, SASA, SRUC, and the SBA visited Aberdeen to 

present a bee health Awareness day.  The event was attended by 36 local beekeepers 

representing ADBKA, Kemnay, and Moray Associations.  

After introductions, Steve began the day by presenting the history of AFB and EFB 

in Scotland.  Both AFB and EFB have been present in this country for many years.  

Possibly due to improved monitoring the number of reported cases increased greatly in 

2009, but since then has been steady or reducing.  In 2016 there were 30 reported cases of 

AFB and 62 cases of EFB.  Steve’s team have been working with the bee farmer’s 

association and as a result the commercial beekeepers are now highly skilled at monitoring 

for infection. 

Graeme Sharpe then gave a presentation on observing the colony.  He reminded us 

that hives should be open for as little time as possible ; and accordingly before opening 

them we must know the purpose of that day’s inspection and also have the knowledge and 

equipment necessary to take any follow-up action that may be required.  For example, at 

this time of year we must know the three different types of queen cell and what to do when 

they are found.  A strong colony needs about 10lb of honey (2 frames) to last between 

inspections without foraging, so if stores are less than this feeding should be considered.   

We then got down to the serious business of the day.  Dividing into four groups, the 

remainder of the time was spent in circulating around four education sessions which the 

team had prepared. 
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- promoting the study and development of apiculture, and advancing the heritage, culture 
and science of beekeeping amongst its membership and throughout the wider community 

 

“Lab session 1” concerned the 

identification of diseases on frames.  This 

was organised by Margaret Thomas, John 

Smith, and our own Kirsty Sutherland.  Part 

of the hall had been cordoned off as a 

controlled lab space and wearing suitable 

protection we were able to see frames 

(which had been brought from SASA’s 

freezers) containing evidence of EFB, AFB, 

sac brood, chalk brood/starvation, 

dysentery, and wax moth.   

 Although each problem was recognisable in the circumstances, it was evident that great 

thoroughness would be required to pick up a problem affecting only a few cells under field 

conditions.      

http://www.aberdeenbeekeepers.net/


Page 2 of 6 

 

WAX MOTHS 
A caterpillar that munches on plastic bags could hold the key to tackling plastic pollution, scientists say. 

 

Researchers at Cambridge University have discovered that the 

larvae of the moth, which eats wax in bee hives, can also degrade plastic. 

Experiments show the insect can break down the chemical bonds of plastic 

in a similar way to digesting beeswax.  

Each year, about 80 million tonnes of the plastic polyethylene are 

produced around the world. The plastic is used to make shopping bags and 

food packaging, among other things, but it can take hundreds of years to 

decompose completely. However, caterpillars of the moth (Galleria 

mellonella) can make holes in a plastic bag in under an hour.  

Dr Paolo Bombelli is a biochemist at the University of Cambridge 

and one of the researchers on the study.  

"The caterpillar will be the starting point," he told BBC News.  

"We need to understand the details under which this process operates.  

"We hope to provide the technical solution for minimising the problem of 

plastic waste."  

Dr Bombelli and colleague Federica Bertocchini of the Spanish 

National Research Council have patented the discovery. They want to 

speed up the process of discovering the chemical secrets behind the natural 

degradation of plastic. They think microbes in the caterpillar - as well as the insect itself - might play a role in breaking 

down plastic. If the chemical process can be identified, it could lead to a solution to managing plastic waste in the 

environment.  

"We are planning to implement this finding into a viable way to get rid of plastic waste, working towards a 

solution to save our oceans, rivers, and all the environment from the unavoidable consequences of plastic 

accumulation," said Dr Bertocchini.  

"However, we should not feel justified to dump polyethylene deliberately in our environment just because we now 

know how to bio-degrade it." 

The research is published in the journal, Current Biology.    Malcolm Watson 

“Lab session 2” involved looked at various specimens under microscopes and was led by senior entomologist 

Fiona Highet and Mairi Carnegie from SASA.  We saw varroa, nosema, small hive beetles, and acarine on microscope 

slides, together with jarred specimens of the Asian hornet.  There was a video of the hornet’s hawking behaviour.   

Steve Sunderland explained the process that we could expect to be followed if we find ourselves being visited by a 

bee inspector.  

Graeme Sharpe, the SRUC’s beekeeping adviser, led a session on hive and apiary hygiene.   After reiterating 

some well-known mantras (use clean gloves and suits, don’t use second hand kit without careful torching, etc) Graeme 

focused on the rotation and fumigation of unused comb.  Apart from being unsightly and difficult to inspect old comb 

is more likely to harbour disease. We were told how to fumigate unused combs using acetic acid, and how to move a 

brood nest from old comb onto new using the Bailey Exchange method and thus enable the removal of old and 

potentially contaminated comb. 

The final session concerned varroa and was presented by ADBKA’s friend Gavin Ramsay, the SBA bee health 

officer.  Gavin stressed that many beekeepers will (hopefully) never see some of the diseases covered above, but that 

every beekeeper will experience varroa and colonies will only thrive if monitoring and control are done properly.  

Rather than relying solely on floorboard mite drop counting, Gavin recommended counting mites on a sample of adult 

bees using the sugar shaker method.  He also recommended the use of sacrificial drone brood and explained how to 

sample it.  Current treatment options were then explained, with a warning that the recommended dosage for MAQS 

seems to be too high for the typical Scottish colony size.  Apiguard, Apilife VAR, and Apivar (on prescription from 

Dumfries), are good options.  Contrary to some recent reports Gavin believes that Api-Bioxal is equally effective 

whether trickled or vapourised.          

Everyone found this day very useful.  It was a major commitment for Steve to bring his eight-strong team up to 

Aberdeen and we appreciate it.   Hopefully we will now be able to monitor our colonies for these pests and diseases 

more effectively than we could before. 

Detailed information about monitoring and controlling pests and diseases is available on the beebase website   

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/login.cfm?relocate=/secure/beekeeper/index.cfm 

 

 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/login.cfm?relocate=/secure/beekeeper/index.cfm


BEES FOR SALE 

Bees on National hive frames. 

Numerous sizes of stocks to suit your 

requirements. Different prices 

depending on the size of colony. 

Grab yourself a bargain, 

contact Olya Macaulay: 01224 315276 

or email: astrolo@mail.ru 
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Members’ Events 

5 Langstroth Hives For Sale, 

no bees or wax plus smoker etc. offers 

please, equipment old but serviceable, 

would suit a beginner. 

Contact Iain Ross  07707 304075 

 

BEES FOR SALE 

Locally reared from my best productive bees 

with marked laying 2017 queens (5 to 6 

frames of brood); ready mid-june. 

Cost £160; ready for the summer crop. 

If required we can sell nearly new Western 

Red Cedar hive including 2 Supers of drawn 

Manley frames. 

Price negotiable. Collect or can deliver. 

Would prefer to sell to an experienced 

beekeeper or someone who has completed a 

beginners course or similar training. 

A small deposit of £40 is required to secure. 

Please Contact: 01467 643062 or 

Mobile 07890631813. 

Email: mstewart840@gmail.com 

 

SCOTTISH BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
Scottish Charity Number SC009345. 

 

INTERMEDIATE HANDLING COURSE 

10/11
th

 June, Edinburgh (SASA/EMBA Apiary) 

ADVANCED COLONY MANIPULATIONS 

8/9
th 

July, Elgin 
 

Lead Tutor: Tony Harris NDB 
 

These two day courses are a mix of classroom and apiary tuition and aim to 

improve the confidence and competence of colony manipulations by improver 

and advanced beekeepers. The Intermediate Handling course will be 

particularly useful for those preparing for the SBA Intermediate Practical 

examination, the Advanced Colony Manipulations course, for those preparing 

for the SBA Apiarian. Both courses are also suitable for those simply wishing 

to improve their skills. 
 

The Intermediate Handling course covers apiary safety, workspace 

management, tools and hive manipulations, queen finding and handling, 

working efficiently with large and/or difficult colonies, disease inspection and 

colony destruction. 
 

The Advanced Colony Manipulations course is a follow on from the handling 

course covering nucleus making, feeding bees, shook swarm, uniting colonies, 

bailey comb change, artificial swarm, queen introduction, progressive comb 

change and ethanoic acid fumigation. 
 

The £120 course fee includes lunch, tea, and coffee and a detailed hand-out of 

the techniques employed. 
 

Numbers are limited. To check for available places, contact 

Contact: Alan Riach, 07702436612 e-mail: alan.riach@which.net 

Booking can be made on the SBA web-site or by posting a cheque made out to 

the SBA to Alan Riach 

Please note that numbers are limited so book early to avoid disappointment 

 

 
 

 

 
 

JULY  EVENTS 
 

9th- at 2- 4 pm Crathes apiary there 

will be a talk and demonstration by Hugh 
Donohoe on Health Inspection. 
 

19th – Event now cancelled. 
 

30th – 31st Turriff Show – This year’s 

ADBKA stand is being organised by Yvonne 
Seed. Members who would like to assist on 
the stand or sell their honey on the stand 
should contact Yvonne on 01888 544024. 
 

 

Honey extractors; Heather honey press;  Mini-melters; Wax extractor; 
Wax foundation press 

Contact: Sandy Gordon 01224 484540 
DANESTONE AB22 8AJ 

 
Heated uncapping tray; Electric uncapping knife; Heather honey press; 

Wax melter; Universal lightweight 9 frame radial extractor 
Contact: Joan Gilbert-Stevens  019755 81369 

craigmill@btinternet.com 
MUIR OF FOWLIS AB33 8NX 

 
Heated uncapping tray; Electric uncapping knife; Heather honey press; 

Wax melter; Unimel stainless steel 3 frame tangential extractor 
Contact: Erling Watt 074294 54572 

watterlingg@aol.com 
LONGSIDE AB42 4XQ 

 
Combimel stainless steel radial 9 frame extractor; Heated uncapping tray; 
Electric uncapping knife; Refractometer; Candle-making kit are available 

at Crathes Apairy.Contact Joan Gilbert-Stevens. 
 

DISCOUNTED SUPPLIES -contact Erling or Joan 
RAGUS Bee Candy 2.5kg  £5.50 

Box of 4    £22 

Fondant 2.5kg   £3 

Box of 5    £15 

Syrup 14kg   £15,50 

Jars (1 lb and ½ lb, incl. lids) 

Gross (144)   £50 

½ Gross (72)   £25 

Bag of 25 lids   £3 

Hessian: 2m length  £2 

 

mailto:alan.riach@which.net
mailto:craigmill@btinternet.com
mailto:watterlingg@aol.com
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MEET THE MEMBERS 

Sandy & Lilian GORDON 
 

PART 4 - SWARM  COLLECTION 
 

Miss Christie was a fine beekeeper in her own right and I recall if a swarm of bees emerged from one of her 

beehives Miss Christie would gather up a metal bucket lid and stick. The idea was that the noise from the stick hitting 

the bucket lid would fool the flying bees into thinking there was a thunder storm with accompanying heavy rain on its 

way and invariably the bees would quickly head back to earth where they could be recovered by Miss Christie and  

re-hived. 

I myself adopted this method over a period of many years but instead of a lid and stick to replicate thunder I 

used my trusty double barrel 12 gauge shotgun. The gun was several years old and required both hammers to be pulled 

back manually to allow the trigger to release them and fire a charge.  I would not direct the charge directly through the 

swarming bees but found that a shot placed close to the side of the bees was enough to convince them a heavy thunder 

storm was on its way and the swarm got such a surprise from the passing shot that they would almost plummet out of 

the sky where I could retrieve them and put them into a vacant hive. They never suffered any ill effects from this 

method of swarm collection and it stood me in good stead through many a swarming season.  The Bridge of Don in 

Aberdeen was not so heavily populated in those days and the residents did not mind the odd shot from the gun to bring 

the bees under control, similarly I was never bothered from vandals or thieves. 

During another active swarming season another swarm emerged from my beehives at the Bridge of Don and 

began to circulate above the apiary. I rushed inside to fetch my gun and a couple of cartridges and hurriedly loaded the 

weapon before rushing outside just as the swarm of bees was about to leave. I rushed to aim the trusty gun and fired 

before it was correctly mounted on my shoulder. The hammer that had intended to fire the cartridge at the bees caught 

my thumb and there was blood everywhere.  Lilian was in complete shock and suggested I be rushed to Aberdeen 

accident and emergency to stem the flow of blood and to tend the wound. Once I myself recovered from the shock I 

had second thoughts about going to the hospital, I thought if I explained to them that I had received my injury from 

attempting to shoot bees out of the sky they would take me straight from A.R.I. to Cornhill hospital for the mentally 

unstable and my trusty gun would be confiscated. In the end the wound was treated at home and I made a full recovery.  

It makes an effective method of catching a flying swarm that is largely forgotten about these days. 

        To be continued.   Sandy Gordon 
 Sandy Gordon collecting a swarm, by more conventional methods.

                 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

            

 

      
      

ECOTOWN EVENT – WOOD GROUP – 6
TH

 JUNE 

 

The Sir Ian Wood building in Altens industrial estate Aberdeen hosted 

the Ecotown event on the 6
th

 of June.  

 

Attendees from ADBKA were Olya and Lindsey Macaulay 

 and from the SBA Michelle Berry, Development Officer. 
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COLONSAY EXPEDITION 

 

A group of four members of the Aberdeen and District Beekeeping Association recently went on an 

Intermediate Beekeeping Course on the Western Isle of Colonsay. Colonsay is home to one of Europe’s few 

populations of pure Black Bees (Apis mellifera mellifera) the UK’s native honey bee. (See posting on Colonsay 

Forum, Natural History 9th May 2010.) The bees are managed for commercial honey production and queen rearing, 

but are also of unique interest to honey bee conservationists and scientists studying bee diseases. The 50-60 stocks of 

Black Bees on Colonsay are self-sustaining. Years of selection have produced a productive and gentle strain, easily 

handled by course participants. Colonsay although small in size has a uniquely wide range of bee flora. There is much 

to learn about bee forage and the many types of nectar that make up Colonsay's quality wildflower honey. 

The Colonsay bees are managed by Andrew Abrahams, a very renowned beekeeper who has sole responsibility 

of the import and export of bees into the island. Andrew has kept bees commercially on Colonsay for over 30 years and 

has wide experience of honey production and queen rearing. He holds the Scottish Beekeepers Association Master 

Beekeepers Certificate and has a BSc (Hons) Degree in Agriculture.  

The intermediate course took place over a weekend in May when the weather was quite challenging and 

therefore took a route of some classroom learning and some practical demonstrations when the weather had improved 

enough to allow access to the bees themselves. 

Day 1: The weather proved to be quite chilly in the morning with a cool breeze and not very favourable for 

opening up the hives. Therefore Andrew took us back to his Honey House for some information about how he 

produces his honey. It was interesting to note his extraction techniques which involved a spinner extractor as normal 

which was then followed by a combined filtration creaming device into buckets for storage for when he wanted to jar 

the honey. To jar the honey he had invested in a Swiss instrument which measured the exact amount of honey into each 

jar, even catching the end drips. He said it was one of the best investments of his honey processing kit. Andrew also 

elaborated on some hints and tips he had accumulated over the years which helped and worked for him in honey 

production. 

After a nice lunch at The Pantry (local coffee 

house/small restaurant) the weather had turned beautiful, 

the wind had died down a bit and the sun had come out so 

off we went to an apiary to see some bees. The first apiary 

we went to was in a nice sheltered area in amongst a lot of 

gorse bushes. We were checking on a split Andrew had 

performed with the beginner’s course on the previous 

weekend to find the Queen had turned into a drone layer. 

It was quite interesting to see it in person rather than just 

pictures in a book so therefore we are all prepared for 

what we may see if that were to happen in one of our 

hives. Andrew had hoped to use this split as a hive 

primarily to be a “comb drawing” hive so the bees would 

be hard at work drawing worker comb for him to use in 

other hives. Sadly this was not the case and the queen will 

be replaced sooner rather than later because the drones being produced would not have the best genetics to pass on to 

the new queens.   

The next apiary we visited was in sheltered woodland with lots of forage at the nearby Colonsay House and 

Gardens. At this site Andrew was busy with Apidea’s (mini nucs) for Queen Rearing and Breeding. He had not long 

started them off and was making good progress replacing some winter loss stocks with the raised queens. One of his 

National hives had a super which was full of Apidea frames being drawn out especially to be put into the boxes when 

he gets into full swing of Queen Rearing. It was interesting to learn that even when the bees are in a mini nuc there 

sometimes isn’t enough space for them and you need to add more apidea brood boxes on top to give them room to 

build stores and prevent swarming. Andrew said it is exactly the same as a normal sized hive, just on a miniature scale 

so all the same methods apply to prevent swarming. 

Day 2: Again – the weather was not on our side and indeed was raining in the morning with the forecast of rain 

and a cool breeze to remain into the early afternoon. Therefore back to the classroom we went to learn about all things 

bees! Andrew had taken along an empty apidea box for us to go through the process of filling it gently with bees, he 

also went through a few swarm control techniques with the focus being on Demaree Swarm Control. This is the 

technique he has used for years and finds it always works very well for his circumstances, plus it is quite simple to 

remember. If he is building up colonies for the Heather his preferred choice is to double brood box and then reduce 

whilst adding supers for the bees to have space. 
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Another nice lunch was had by all at The Pantry and again the weather had cleared up enough for us to go to an 

apiary, this time a forestry apiary quite far off the beaten track! Again we were checking on splits from the previous 

weekend and hoped to find a queen cell to charge an apidea box. The split we had checked on had been done into a 

normal size brood box and on inspection had very few bees with signs of robbing have occurred. Therefore the bees 

were suffering from having a small size colony unable to defend itself properly whilst going about their normal 

business. Andrew asked us what we would do if we found this situation at our own apiary. The consensus was to 

replace a near empty frame of stores with a frame of sealed brood and reduce the size of the box by transferring the 

colony into a nuc box instead. So this is what we did. 

We finished off the day by catching drones on a 

frame and marking them for practice because they were 

quite big, ramble about the frames quite slowly and also 

have no sting! The drones who made it back into the hive 

were very colourful indeed!  

All in all this was a thoroughly enjoyable 

experience meeting Andrew and soaking up as much 

knowledge from his as we could. We were very lucky to 

travel to Colonsay prior to the course to partake in a few 

sightseeing opportunities in the fantastic sunshine and also 

meet some unforgettable locals! Highly recommend it to 

fellow beekeepers. 

 

DETAILS: 

Course: http://www.colonsay.info/text/beecourses.html 

Accommodation email: cottages@colonsayestate.co.uk 

Ferry  Oban to Colonsay: CalMac Ferries: https://www.calmac.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

LUNCH ON THE LAWN AND BRING AND BUY SALE 

Courtesy of the Seed family on the 28
th

 of May. 

 
Once again the Great Scottish weather confirmed its reputation of being unpredictable and changeable and after 

a couple of brilliantly warm and sunny days the rain and wind caught us exactly on the day of the picnic and pushed us 
inside Yvonne’s cosy kitchen. But despite the cold we all enjoyed a warm and welcoming atmosphere and appreciated 
the tasty treats and delicious cakes and deserts!  Some of us managed to grab a few bargains during the sale and we 
were all glad to meet and chat and moan about the usual problems our bees give us and exchange our ideas. 

During the picnic the Chair’s Quaich was presented to Hugh Donahoe -the long serving member of ADBKA 
and a former committee member who has recently been appointed as an SBA examiner having completed the master 
beekeeper qualification.   

We thank Hugh Donahoe for an informative and knowledgeable talk on microscopy.   
  Big THANKS to the Seed Family for the enjoyable day out and all the efforts to make this day happen! 
   Yvonne Seed thanks everyone who has found time to come and meet new friends. 
    

 
 

http://www.colonsay.info/text/beecourses.html
mailto:cottages@colonsayestate.co.uk
https://www.calmac.co.uk/

